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Oppesition within the Party 


25X1 i. A mecting of the exseutive comaittes of the LDP was held on 14 May 1947, 
at which Dr. Reif, a member of the Berlin city parliament, madea Vigoraus 
attack on Arthur Lieutenant, the deputy chairman ef the party, whom he accused 
of arbitrary action in disregarding the committee's decisions. He said 
Lieutenant acted according to the “Wihrerprinsip" and had made a bad in- 
peeasion everywhere, especially through hia confidential comments on the 
der-Bersse boundary. 


2. Reif seems to have spoken as the representative of ap opposition grouy 
which includes Carl~Hubert Schwennicke and Anton Schopke, alse meuher:: of 
the city pariiement. The personal neture of hie criticians, however, 
seema to indicate thet he holds a private grudge against lieutenpsnt, The 
two mon were joint business managere of the perty when 1t wes founded in 
1945. After a few weeks Reif was removed on grounds ef inefficiency at 
the insistence of Dr. Waldemar Koch, then chairman of the LDP, It is hee 25X1 
iieved that Reif holds Lieutenant reapensible fer bis dismissal. 


Pe vby Heatings 25X1A . 


4, 4& convention of the Thuringlar LDF was held in Erfurt on 7-8 ime 1947, 
and wasjresided over by the state chairman, Finance Minister Leonhard : 
Moog. A speaker Ie Comments Not identified [| _—s«|s scuwssdn: — 25X11: 
the Munich conference of winister~presidenta sharply criticized the 
attitude of the representatives of the eastern sone and condemned thes for 
leaving the conference without adequate reasen, Thi speech mot with 
enthusiastic appleuse in spite of ‘the presence of reprsgentatives of 1 
SHA. A guest delegate of the FDJ, who defended the action of the mini: ter- 
presidente from the Russian Zone, was beced end shovted down. A reseloston 
was adopted expressing the convention's disapproval of the minister~ 
presidents! action. 


Se About the same date, similar resolutions were sdopted in Berlin by the 
Docume 


focal b LDP organization and by the LDP youth orgeaigetion. These resolutions, 
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which were reported in the Berlin press, are believed to represent the 


true views of the Liberal Democrats. 


5. At the time df the Erfurt meeting, the 


rty leaders Kulz and Lioutenant 
were in Bielefeld sttendings. conventdonf 25X1 
Uoon their return om 9 June 1947 they were sumnoned to Karlshorat a 


severely reprimanded for the resolution which had been edonted at Erfurt. 
The Sussians found fault with the lack of marty discipline within the LDP, 
and with the independent policy pursued by the ateto organizations. The 
Russians seid that they could not, under these circumstences, tolerate the 
holding of the zonal convention scheduled for 5-9 July 1947 in Brfurt, und 
the authorization for it was therefore suspended. The Soviet authorities 


si] 


were, however, slightly mollified by a statement already draym un by Kulz 
and Lieutenant, expresaing apvroval of the procedure followed at Munich 
(published in Der Morgen, 10 June), Arrangements were made for, another 
discussion a few daya later, also to be attended by Moog and Kuls's scn, 


tt 


Dr. Helmut Kuie of “eimar, who had offered no objections to the passing of 


the Erfurt resolution, 


25X1A . L apy tonmant The Ninister-President of Saxony-Anhalt, Dr. Hubenor 


LDP), appears to have had little beforehand information as to the policy 
to be pursued hy his SZD colleagues at Munich. The protest which they — 
issued bore his signature as vell, but its context was unknown to him 
beyond the opening and concluding vords. The co plete document had beca 
composed in Berlin before the meeting, «nd wes carried to Munich for pub 
lication when the moment seemed epportune.) 
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